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Time flies by when we are having . . .  What is it, fun or joy?  

It is hard to believe that we have finished 20% of the new century, the 21st century.  Seemingly, 

only a few years ago many of us were concerned over what  would happen as the page of the 

calendar turned to 2000.  Can you remember “y2K”?  Some feared that computer systems 

would all go bezerk one second after the end of December 31, 1999 , but that never did             

happen.  What came instead were economic crises that came and went; wars that came and 

went (although some have continued far too long).  There have been tragedies in individual life 

and disillusionments about political outcomes.  Some have embraced us while others have both 

betrayed and rejected us.  New children have been born, and long-time friends and dear                  

relatives have passed away.  The turn of the years is similar to the turn of so many centuries      

already passed.   There have been so many challenges and disappointments.  One would think 

that we would have slogged through such a difficult 20 years. But instead the years, they have 

passed so    quickly.  Were we having fun, or were we living in joy? 

We praise God that we have been living in joy!  That joy came to us in the form of the babe of 

Bethlehem, eternal royalty, born in a stable.  That joy lit out world with a beam of light from 

heaven, one which can never be snuffed out, for “of the increase of his government and peace 

there shall be no end.”  That is it!  That is why time has passed so quickly!  We live in the joy of 

the Lord and in the hope of Christ. 

Celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ this Christmas, D. C. Baptist and continue each one living in 

the hope the Saviour of the World brings.   

 By Rev. Dr. Robert D. Cochran 
From the Desk of the Executive Director/Minister 

Shepherds Leaping  
and Praising God 
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EXECUT IVE  D IR ECTOR/M IN I S TER  

 
Rev. Dr.  

Robert D. Cochran  
SATURDAY ,  MARCH 28 ,  2020                                                                    

7 :00  pm  
MART INS  CROSSW INDS  

7400 GREENWAY CENTER DR IVE  

GREENBELT ,  MARYLAND  

 
A FTER  F IVE  ATT IR E  
BLACK  T I E  OPT IONAL  

TH I S  INV I TAT ION I S  EXTENDED TO ADULTS  ONLY .  

$ 75  
www.dcbap t i s t . o r g  

THE  D I S TR ICT  OF  COLUMB IA  BAPT I S T  CONVENT ION                                

CORD IAL LY  INV I T ES  YOU  TO THE  RET I R EMENT  CELEBRAT ION OF  
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Wishing you a Blessed 

Christmas and a Prosperous 
New Year! 

Greetings,                                                                                                                   

Welcome to December! 

 This month we a celebrate the birth of JESUS!  Please join us as we rejoice!  

Our Annual Christmas Fellowship will be on December 13th at the Baptist                     

Building. Please note that it is mandatory that you RSVP.  

Merry Christmas 

Blessings to you and Enjoy! 

Kimberly Anne 
Blessings to you and Enjoy! 
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Our hands are open. 
As your partner in 

ministry and             
co-laborer in the    

gospel, the                      
D.C. Baptist                      
Convention                      

aims to connect you 
to opportunities,                      

resources and              
services that multiply 
your ministry efforts. 
And we are able to 
do this   because 

month after month, 
year after year,             

generation after                 
generation, your 
hands have been 

open.   
You have given to us 
in a myriad of ways. 

Please visit 

www.dcbaptist.com/

GIVE NOW to view 

more on                              

THE GIVING                     

STATEMENTS! 
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Give thanks for the Board of Directors of the D.C. Baptist 
Convention.  These 25 persons are responsible for making 
the policy decisions of the DCBC, along with several               
important projects of the Convention.  These projects              
include:  the nomination of officers, the acceptance of 
new members, the use of the material resources of the 
Convention, the planning and execution of Annual                   
Gathering and the stewardship of the personnel of the 
convention.  Give thanks for their efforts along with those 
of the chairmen of these various work committees who 
generally are also members of the Board of Directors.  
Pray for the Board of Directors as they conduct their last 
Business Meeting of the year in the next several days. 
 

We are glad to report that the Membership Committee of the DCBC has received the application of the John 
Leland Center for Theological Studies (JLC) for Affiliated Membership in the DCBC.  The John Leland Center is a 
seminary with which D.C. Baptists have had positive relationships since that seminary began approximately 20 
years ago.  JLC recently called a new President, Dr. William Smith, who by the way served once on the staff of 
the DCBC and later served as pastor of Riverside Baptist Church.  The Membership Committee received the 
application for Affiliated Membership positively and forwarded it on to the Board of Directors with a                 
recommendation for acceptance.  This “Affiliated” status is rather new to the DCBC having come to life 
through the Bylaws passed in 2014.  
 
The staff of the D.C. Baptist Convention conducted this past month an evaluation of the Annual Gathering held 
at Clifton Park Baptist Church.  Give thanks for the gracious hospitality of that church which provided the 
space for the Annual Gathering.  Overall the evaluation has been positive with some saying that this was the 
best Annual Gathering held over the past few years.  There are still areas which we hope to work on to 
strengthen the meeting in the future.  DCBC welcomes oral or written comments and evaluations of the 
meeting from the membership and the pastors of the DCBC even while we give thanks for the efforts which 
brought the meeting to reality and for the activities which were held.  
 
Please continue to pray for the partnership between the DCBC and the Myanmar Baptist Convention including 
the Chin Baptist Convention and the Kachin Baptist Convention.  This year we are working on utilizing the 
Palmer Grant (of $50,000) in this work.  A small bit of that money will be used to continue the teaching efforts 
by the sharing of professors with the seminaries in Hakha (Chin State) and Myitkyina (Kachin State).  We also 
are working on the development of both teacher and teaching materials here in the United States among the 
immigrants from Myanmar.  All of this continues in partnership with Judson Press and International Ministries, 
both of the ABC, USA.  Three intend to begin a mission trip to Hakha on January 10, 2020.  Pray that God will 
continue to use this good work to strengthen the Baptist movement in by Myanmar and the DCBC.  Pray as 
well for the Annual Mission Offerings taken by many of our denominational partners in December. 
 
Give thanks to God for the new facilities in King of Prussia for the Offices of the General Secretary of the ABC, 

USA as well as for the new offices of the American Baptist Home Mission Societies nearby.  The building so               

familiar to many of us—affectionately known as the “Holy Doughnut”—has been vacated,  
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but the work continues in other offices.  Join many in the 
ABC, USA as they celebrate and dedicate these new     
offices to the work of Christ. 
 
Another important work currently of the DCBC and the 
Human Resources Committee is the search for a new           
Executive Director/Minister.  This effort is led by the 
Committee and its chair Mrs. Charlotte Peddicord of First 
Baptist Church, Silver Spring.  The Committee is making 
good headway in their effort, for they have put out a call 
for candidates for this minister.  Pray that God will lead 
the committee as they seek the proper person to serve 
D.C. Baptists in this role. 
 

We give thanks to God that we have now a Day Care Center which has leased the Johenning Baptist                      
Community Center for their day-to-day operations.   Pray for the “Katy Clubhouse” as they seek to set up 
their operation and bring it to the location that we know as the JBCC.  Pray also for the staff of the DCBC as 
we work with this new group.  Also ask God to help us develop a ministry to the children, the parents and the 
staff of the Day Care Center. 
 
Many in the DCBC celebrated with New Creation Baptist Church where Dr. Ella Redfield is pastor.  Dr.                 
Redfield is the Vice-president Elect of the DCBC.  During late November the church she serves as pastor, New 
Creation Baptist Church, celebrated 25 years of ministry.  Give thanks for the New Creation Baptist Church, its 
membership and its pastor and for all the ministry which they have done together and for their community 
over the past 25 years.  Give thanks for the blessing of all the new congregation begun over the past 25 
years, and for New Creation’s part in opening the gates for those developments. 
 
DCBC is a member of the North American Baptist Fellowship (NABF) and the Baptist World Alliance.  Our 
commitment to the NABF has grown over the years and for the past seven years the Executive Director/
Minister of the DCBC has served as the Treasurer for the NABF:  first Rev. Ricky Creech and more recently 
Robert Cochran.  Now the NABF is seeking to move through the process of separate incorporation, having its 
own identity while continuing its affiliation with the BWA.  This incorporation process is taking place in     
Washington, D.C.  Pray for this process as it moves on to completion.  Give thanks for the NABF and for its 
General Secretary, Rev. Jeremy  Bell. 
 
As we have given thanks last month for the marvelous things that God has done among us, let us now give 
thanks for the wonderful gift of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  This is the time that we celebrate the coming of 
Jesus Christ in sermon and song, in gift-giving and in celebration.  What a wonderful time we have at                     
Christmas.  Pray for the special services and the special outreaches by the churches of the DCBC in this time 
of Christmas.  Pray that God will use these to bring peace and salvation into the lives of people throughout 
the metropolitan Washington area.  Take time to enjoy your loved ones during these celebrations. 
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The District of Columbia Baptist Convention                
Office of Communications along with Poor                 

Richards Mission and 93.9 WKYS spent Tuesday, 
November 26, 2019 spreading love and joy 

throughout the metropolitan area. In addition to 
assisting our member churches, we partnered 

with 93.9 WKYS and CenterPoint Baptist Church 
to deliver turkeys to needy families and other 

items at Iverson Mall. What a GLORIOUS time we 
had spreading LOVE and JOY! 

A VERY special thank you to Calvary Baptist                 
Church for donating much needed items!  
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The Blessing is a campaign for the DCBC 
family to extend the reach of individual 
member congregations by collectively               

supporting ministries of compassion.  

Our goal this year is to 
raise $42,500 for                

compassion ministries. 
All money collected will 

go directly to support the 
ministries listed.  

With more than 150 
member churches, we  
believe we can reach 

this goal together.  

 

Give an offering 
through your 

church. 

Send your contribution to 

District of Columba                
Baptist Convention               

1628 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

Log on to 
www.dcbaptist.org 

The District of Columbia Baptist Convention 

presents The Blessing 2020 Initiatives 
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D.C. Baptists are a people focusing on the mission of Christ. We have 
eleven churches among us made up of immigrants from Myanmar. 

These friends provide open doors to work among three people 
groups—the Chins, the Kachins and the Karens—where we worked in 
2019. These funds will continue to help Baptists (pastors, leaders and 
seminary students), extending their ministries though teaching in the 
areas of Agriculture, Practical Theology and Social Work. Some of the 
funds will also be used to strengthen teaching efforts in the refugee 

camps and Sunday Schools among the Kachin people of Northern               
Burma.  

2020 
Partnership Missions 

with Myanmar 

GOAL: $5,000 
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Office of Equipping Leaders 

Retired pastors can serve as mentors to help younger pastors, sharing 
their experiences and treasured wisdom.   A challenge for young pastors 
is to learn how to work both effectively and wisely in the first churches 
they serve. These have observed congregational life as lay persons but 

have limited experience in knowing the “nuts and bolts” of pastoral              
ministry.  Often pastoral leadership styles used  previously do not work 

well in this environment.  Linking the newly serving with the newly                        
retired will benefit the pastors, their churches and the DCBC.  

GOAL: $3,750 2020 

 

Give an offering 
through your 

church. 

Send your contribution to 

District of Columba                
Baptist Convention               

1628 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

Log on to 
www.dcbaptist.org 
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Community Builders  

Office of Empowering Congregations  
Beloved                                                            

Let me see a show of hands.  Who is ready to build beloved                         
community?  The Office of Empowering Congregations invites churches 
to create  community gardens, host health clinics, book bag drives, set 

up a neighborhood book exchange or coordinate a community clean- up 
day.  Wherever the Church is, let us be found building community.  

2020 GOAL: $7,500 

 

Give an offering 
through your 

church. 

Send your contribution to 

District of Columba                
Baptist Convention               

1628 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

Log on to 
www.dcbaptist.org 
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Office of                                         
Equipping Leaders 

Pastor 
Renewal Retreat 

Pastors live hectic lives tending to the 
needs of others at their own sacrifice. All 

pastors need the support of others, 
whether family members or fellow              

clergy, who understand well the                 
pressures upon every pastor. We               

sponsor these spiritual retreats so that                          
relationships can both begin and be                 

strengthened to support pastors 
throughout their ministries in the DCBC. 

2020 

GOAL: $3,750 

 

Give an offering 
through your 

church. 

Send your contribution to 

District of Columba                
Baptist Convention               

1628 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

Log on to 
www.dcbaptist.org 
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Office of                          
Administration                            

and Stewardship 

2020 

Automotive                            

Repairs for Single               
Caregivers 

We realize that having a             
vehicle that runs properly is                

important, but maintaining it is 
not a priority when you have              

limited funds and need to cover 
the cost for rent, food, utilities, 

and medical expenses.  Let us put 
into action the words of Paul in 
Galatians 6:10, “Take advantage 

of every opportunity to be a 
blessing to others…”.  So we will 

provide Metro passes and/or               
minor automotive repairs for 

“single”  caregivers.   

GOAL: $7,500 

 

Give an offering 
through your 

church. 

Send your contribution to 

District of Columba                
Baptist Convention               

1628 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

Log on to 
www.dcbaptist.org 
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PUBLIC THEOLOGY 
INITIATIVE 

The Public Theology Initiative (PTI) will help equip congregational              
leaders (ordained and lay) increase the public good through the                 

redemption of the public conversations, policies, and institutions that 
affect the communities we serve. Participants will partner with DCBC 

affiliated  academic institutions and local practitioners to become firmly               
grounded in the theologies, philosophies, and practices of specific           

ministry models and then incorporate their newfound knowledge and 
skills into existing or new ministries." 

GOAL: $7,500 

Office of                                        
Engaging Communities 

2020 

 

Give an offering 
through your 

church. 

Send your contribution to 

District of Columba                
Baptist Convention               

1628 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

Log on to 
www.dcbaptist.org 
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THE 

UNDIVIDED 

TABLE 

Too many times we walk past each other without a salutation of any 
kind. The Undivided Table will  explore and ignite unique and diverse 
conversations  through food, and culture with people to blaze a path 

of understanding , empowerment and community unity. 

GOAL: $7,500 

2020 
Office of Communications                                    

 

Give an offering 
through your 

church. 

Send your contribution to 

District of Columba                
Baptist Convention               

1628 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

Log on to 
www.dcbaptist.org 
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The District of Columbia Baptist Convention - Executive Director/Minister 

 

One Faith. Many Cultures. Endless Possibilities. 
 

The District of Columbia Baptist Convention is seeking qualified candidates for the position of                 
Executive Director/Minister to lead in enhancing the vision and furthering the mission of the                    
Convention. The Executive Director/Minister serves as the chief staff officer of the District of                      

Columbia Baptist Convention responsible for administering funds exceeding $1.2M as well as all                 
programs and ministries of the Convention under the direction of the Board of Directors.  Convention 

staff is structured around the following areas: Ministries to Equip Leaders, Ministries to Engage       
Communities, Ministries to Empower Congregations, Ministries for Communications, as well as the 

Office of Administration and Stewardship. For more detailed information about the District of                       
Columbia Baptist Convention, please see our Regional Profile on www.dcbaptist.org. 

 
Qualifications 

The successful candidate should be an ordained minister with a degree from an accredited                    
seminary; by education, skill and experience capable of being an executive director/minister of a 

multicultural, urban-suburban convention; able to relate to pastors with effective listening and                
coaching skills; able to bring diverse people together for ministry and mission; capable of working 

with all Convention affiliates and partners both domestic and international; and have proven                   
administrative, organizational and leadership skills. For a comprehensive list of the position                      

description and qualifications please visit www.dcbaptist.org . 
 

Interested persons should submit a letter of interest, and resume which includes work history,                
education, ordination status, and present church membership information via email to 

search.committee@dcbaptist.org. Please do not submit hard copy documents or any audio-visual 
materials at this time. The committee will request appropriate supporting documentation from              

persons moving to the next level of consideration. The position offers a comprehensive salary and 
benefits package. 

 
 

Application Deadline:  January 10, 2020 
Application Review Process Begins:  January 23, 2020 

        JOB ANNOUNCEMENT        

https://a19279db-6878-4807-8d3f-e3157a747de3.filesusr.com/ugd/42bc4f_cba7e1429566443aaf803d2a2c284e98.pdf
https://a19279db-6878-4807-8d3f-e3157a747de3.filesusr.com/ugd/42bc4f_9a74c4dc048a44feacd4046cad5ac49f.pdf
https://a19279db-6878-4807-8d3f-e3157a747de3.filesusr.com/ugd/42bc4f_9a74c4dc048a44feacd4046cad5ac49f.pdf
mailto:search.committee@dcbaptist.org
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Let us pray for those churches that are without 
pastors at this time.  The good news is that 
some of the churches which have been on this 
prayer list are making headway in finding    
pastors to serve them and to lead them.  Four 
churches are either in the process of calling 
pastors this month or have recently called 
them.  Let us continue to pray for these.  Let us 
also pray for those who continue in the              
process of search for a new pastor.  These           
congregations include:  Agape Baptist Church 
(Filipino), Comunidad de Brasil Baptist Church 
(Portuguese-speaking), First Jericho Baptist 

Church, Iglesia Bautista Emanuel (Spanish-speaking), Luther Rice Baptist Church, Montgomery Hills Baptist 
Church, National Baptist Memorial Church, Resurrection Baptist Church, Riverside Baptist Church, Spirit of 
Peace Baptist Church and True Gospel Baptist Church.  Some of these churches are thankful that they have a 
pastor who is serving in the interim period between the last installed pastor and the next one.  Pray that God 
will continue to be with these churches and grant them the leader which they need. 
 
Give thanks for the graduation of the newly recognized Dr. Patricia McCullum of Mt. Gilead Baptist Church.  
Receiving her DMin degree this Fall, Dr. McCullum decided to ask her seminary to allow her degree to be con-
ferred at a special service at Mt. Gilead held on November 30.  Her specialty in ministry is that of                         
Conflict Management.  Give thanks that God continues to prepare and to utilize local Baptists to serve God 
within the DCBC. 
 
We are excited that three individuals from two of our congregations are seeking ordination during this time of 
the year.  Nineteenth Street Baptist Church has requested the assistance of the Commission for                              
Ordination to prepare one ordinand and East Washington Heights Baptist Church has requested assistance 
with two others.  Give thanks that God continues to call from among D.C. Baptists and their churches people 
into the ministry to serve the Church.  This is a good sign of God’s work among.  Give thanks for the assistance 
of those members of the Commission for Ordination who continue faithfully in this work, including Dr. Rollin 
Van Bik, Rev. Starlette Thomas and Dr. Robert Childs. 
 
We trust that you have had a good Thanksgiving and hope that you remembered to give thanks to God for the 
ministers who serve you faithfully in your congregation.  Stop and pray for the blessing of these                            
ministers in the hectic days of Christmas which include special emphases such as Advent, Christmas and Watch 
Night services.  Pray for the leaders of your church, both clergy and laity, as they work hard to share God’s 
Good News with both the church members they serve and the larger community during this December and the 
Christmas Season.[ 
 
Remember to pray for the upcoming Pastors’ Retreat which is to occur on January 10-11, several days after the 
hectic Christmas Season.  The event will be held at the Clagett Conference Center in Adamstown, MD.  Leaders 
of the event will include Rev. Lisa Banks-Williams and Dr. Donald Kelly, our new president of the D.C. Baptist 
Convention, beginning January 1.  Pray for those pastors and their spouses who will take advantage of this 
pleasant break from their duties and this time for fellowship with others, especially after the hectic Christmas 
Season.   
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Let us give thanks for the good work of the 
members of the Equipping Leaders Work 
Group.  This group has worked together for 
several years, building out the ministry of the 
Equipping Leaders Work Group.  These include 
Dr. Donald Kelly and Rev. Lisa Banks-Williams 
mentioned above as well as Rev. Gerald               
Martin, pastor emeritus of Morning Star Baptist 
Church.  Give thanks for the efforts of each of 
these. 
 
Let us remember the work of the Search                  
Committee who is seeking for a new Executive              

Director-Minister for the D.C. Baptist Convention, as Robert Cochran retires from his service on the DCBC 
staff at the end of March 2020.  This active group of laypersons and ministers on the Search Committee are 
led by Mrs. Charlotte Peddicord of First Baptist Church, Silver Spring.  Last month the Committee sent out its 
call for the names and resumes of applicants.  Give thanks for the diligent work of the Committee and its 
members.  Pray for these members and also pray for the candidate who God will lead to serve D.C. Baptists in 
this important role. 
 
Last month Rev. Ken Kessler of the Baptist General Association of Virginia (BGAV) came to work with several 
who are involved with the development of a “mentor ministry” to new pastors and to new pastors just               
coming to the Washington area.  This effort is under the direction of Rev. Gerald Martin, a member of the 
Equipping Leaders Work Group.  The effort also matches a documented request that new ministers have for 
additional reflection and support (the work of such mentors) among new ministers coming to their service.  
Give thanks for Rev. Kessler’s insights and for the assistance of the BGAV, our neighbors to the South.  Pray 
for the continued development of this important work through the leadership of Rev. Martin. 
 
Two D.C. Baptist congregations will see the end of their pastors’ ministries this month because of retirement.  
Riverside Baptist Church will be saying good-by to Rev. Dr. Michael Bledsoe.  Michael has served also as a   
professor of Howard Divinity School during his pastorate, also.  Dr. Bledsoe has served Riverside Baptist 
Church for more than 25 years.  The second D.C. Baptist Church whose pastor is entering retirement is                  
Montgomery Hills Baptist Church, where Rev. Joel Hawthorne has been the pastor.  Rev. Hawthorne has been 
associated with Montgomery Hills Baptist Church almost his entire life, for his father served there decades 
ago.  Joel later served as a layman within the church, then as the Associate Pastor in that church and now for 
more than 20 years as the Pastor of Montgomery Hills Baptist Church.  Pray for both these men and their 
families as they adjust to these retirements.  Pray also for the congregations as they experience the grief 
which accompanies the loss of any pastor.  Give thanks to God for the ministries that Michael and Joel have 
shared with their churches, the DCBC and the metropolitan area. 
 
Pray for those students who continue to work towards strengthening their ministries by taking classes at the 
offices of the DCBC.  Some students are currently taking New Testament Greek while another student is              
following a course of study regarding Starting New Churches.  Pray that the time spent will lead to better 
teaching and also strong ministry within the churches of the DCBC. 
 
Give thanks for the John Leland Center for Theological Studies which is now approaching the DCBC for                       
affiliate membership.  Many students from DCBC have studied at the John Leland Center.  Pray that the                 
ministry of this seminary will be strengthened through our continued partnership as it develops.   
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