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 By Rev. Dr. Robert D. Cochran 
From the Desk of the Executive Director/Minister 

Here we are in Black History month, focus-

ing now on the good work, if not great 

work, which pastors do.  We can speak of 

many exceptional pastors who are part of 

the DCBC, and we treasure what God is do-

ing through each.  Still, in this month it 

might be good to reflect on one of the 

preeminent pastors of our world which in-

fluenced so many of us—Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr.      

Dr. King’s work was so different from many 

we have known.  Most pastors lead their 

congregations under the influence of inher-

ited traditions.  They express compassion to 

both those who need to learn and those 

who suffer in human miseries.  They care for 

the faithful and help those seeking to be-

come so.  Dr. King could lead in these ways, 

but his great contribution was the gifted-

ness which balanced the traditional role of 

pastors which many of us expect.  

     

Dr. King conducted his work, not unlike his 

Lord Jesus, as a gifted prophet.  The proph-

ets from both the Old and New Testaments 

no doubt gave him guidance, even while 

God’s Spirit gave him utterance.  One notes 

the attributes of the New Testament proph-

et themselves in Dr. King as he ministered 

cross-culturally, as he expressed compassion 

to others, as he seemed able to grab Truth 

out of the air (Spirit) rather than from the 

traditions we all lived under, and as he led 

change in our society.  We give thanks for 

Dr. King and the way he ministered as both 

pastor and prophet.      

The truth is that God desires for some pas-

tors to care for others from tradition and 

others to care for people in new ways.  A bi-

furcated ministry, dividing priest from 

prophet, was never God’s intent.  God in-

tended a coordinated ministry and still 

does.  We give thanks for the prophetic min-

istry of many pastors among us, those who, 

like Dr. King and others, often live on the 

edge of a congregation, but who follow the 

Lord in new and exciting ways.     

     

May the pastors that we have in the DCBC, 

both care for the congregation and sense 

God’s fresh, invigorating Spirit.  One pastor 

may be strong in one group of gifts; one is 

blessed with the other set.  Together in the 

DCBC, however, God will make a way for us 

through all the pastors He sends. 
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Welcome to February! 
This month we celebrate the excellence and accomplishments of                                     

African Americans as well as L.O.V.E.!   

This month we give a glimpse of the DCBC and Feed The Children’s                                  

“Day of Giving”. This day, we assisted those who were affected by the                            

government shut down.  

Please take note all the upcoming trainings that will be happening next month. 

This is certainly the time for you to begin registering. (www.dcbaptist.org) 

Lastly, we congratulate Dr. Marion Criddle and the Rivers of Joy Bible                              

Fellowship on celebrating their 20th Anniversary.  

 

Love! 

      Kimberly Anne 

’

…
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Black History Month is an annual celebration of 
achievements by African                                                          

Americans and a time for recognizing the central role of 
blacks in U.S. history. The event grew out of “Negro 

History Week,” the brainchild of noted historian Carter 
G. Woodson and other prominent African Americans. 



February  2019  Capital Baptist Newsletter     11 

 



February  2019  Capital Baptist Newsletter     12 

 

On January 31, the DCBC team along with DCBC President, Paula               

Moutsos; DCBC Vice President, Paige Harris; Pastor Daryl Washington (St. 

Mary’s Baptist Church) with a valued federal employee church member;             

The Feed the Children team; Boys Scouts of America Coordinator, Moniquier 

McCaskill and Eagle Scout potential,                                                               

Amaree McCaskill traveled to the WUSA 9 studios to promote the DAY OF             

GIVING! What a great time we had telling the world about this wonderful 

day. 

 

Thank you Great Day Washington for having us!  

District of Columbia                             
Baptist Convention 

and 
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n Tuesday February 5,               
District of Columbia                     

Councilmember David 
Grosso and other members 

of the D.C. Council                             
presented D.C. Baptist               

Convention (DCBC) staff member Rev. Andre 
Towner and other local faith leaders with a 

Religious Freedom Day Resolution                          
proclaiming religious freedom a fundamen-
tal American right and cornerstone of our                
democracy which applies to people of all 
and no religious affiliations. During the                   

presentation ceremony, Rabbi Gerry Serotta, 
Executive Director of the InterFaith Council 

of Metropolitan Washington (IFC), spoke 
about the collective pledge, of metro area 
faith communities, to create and nurture             

inclusive communities of diverse faiths that 
are focused on the values that unite people 

and the distinctions that make each faith 
unique. This year marks the 40th year              

anniversary of various faith communities,  
including the DCBC, coming together to form 

the IFC to further their work of promoting 
dialogue,   understanding, and a sense of 
community and cooperatively working for 
justice throughout the DC region. The D.C. 

Baptist Convention is represented on the IFC 
Board of Directors by its Minister to Engage  

Communities, Rev. Andre Towner. 

 

More information about the InterFaith               
Council of Metropolitan Washington can be 
found on its website located at:  ifcmw.org 

O 
By Andre Towner 

Religious  
Freedom Day            
Resolution                          
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DAY  
OF  
GIVING 

On February 2 , the District of Columbia Baptist Convention in                 

partnership with Feed the Children initiated the Day of Giving to give  to 

the community of individuals who were affected by the 35 days of the                                    

government shutdown. The day started out with the arrival of the St. 

Mary’s Baptist Church volunteers ready and willing to help in any way 

possible. In addition to the Pop-Up grocery store,  we provided a hot 

and delicious lunch ready to be served before visiting the grocery store. 

The store provided over 150 families dry and canned goods, local                

produce and essential toiletries. 

 



February  2019  Capital Baptist Newsletter     19 

 

Thank you St. Mary’s 

Hospitality Ministry! 
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Miller’s Farm in Clinton, 

Maryland assisted us in 

providing low to no- 

cost produce to the                           

government workers.  
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Bread,                      

Can Goods,                 

Dry Goods 
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Even the Stephen Doolittle 

(Lashanor Doolittle’s son) 

and Chaz Ferguson 

(Kimberly                              

Palmore-Ferguson’s son) 

came to assist in the                   

monumental event. We 

thank them for their              

willingness to serve others.  
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DAY  
OF  
GIVING 

District of Columbia Baptist                                     
Convention Foundation 

First Baptist Church of the City of                          
Washington DC 

The Pennsylvania Ave Baptist Church 

Newcomers Community Service Center 

McAfee Energy 

Pastor Patricia Hailes Fears 

Pastor Robin A. Toogood, II 

Miller’s Farm in Clinton Maryland (Rick) 

Costco 

ACE Hardware 

DCBC President, Paula Moutsos 

DCBC Vice President, Paige Harris 
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WUSA Channel  

Markette Sheppard 

Boy Scouts of America 

Pastor. Daryl Washington 

St. Mary’s Baptist Church 

St. Mary’s Baptist Church                                 
Hospitality Ministry 

Fellowship Baptist Church 

Stephen Doolittle 

Chaz Ferguson 
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Dr. Marion Criddle and the Rivers of Joy Bible             
Fellowship Church on 20 years of Ministry! 
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The Main Thing By Robert D. Cochran    Now, we have celebrated Easter!  We had visions one more time of the betrayal, the trial, the crucifixion, the resurrection, even the denial by Peter.  These are key elements in our faith which each of us believe, and they give strength to us personally and corporately.  Next, we move toward that time to celebrate Pentecost, the giving of God’s Spirit.  Then we enter into a long stretch of months before we come again into the high celebrations of the Christian faith.   It is this lengthy period that gives me pause.  What do we do to keep the focus on the main thing of serving Christ during these months, perhaps even throughout our lives?  The new Vision Statement addresses the main thing we do, that being to follow Jesus Christ, as closely as we can.  We established this past year that the DCBC is becoming . . . “a Spirit-empowered  collaboration of churches working together where our capital city and the world follow Christ and God is glorified.”     The main thing, the most important thing, is to follow Christ.  This is simply another way to express a state we treasure, the state of discipleship.  When we follow Christ, our lives and our words both proclaim the Resurrected Son who was crucified.  When we do so, those around us in both this city and the world will notice what God is doing and recognize God’s action in it.  When we do so, compassionate ministries and verbal proclamation flow together portraying Jesus Christ still active in this world through His Church.  As we follow Christ, we learn to live in reconciliation with one another.  The main thing through the lengthy periods of our lives is to follow Jesus Christ as closely as possible.      There will be times in human life where others want us to follow something other than Jesus. In this political city, some politician is always calling for the allegiance we owe Jesus.  In our religious circles, one issue or another rises up to tempt us to lose our focus on Jesus.  Many other good and admirable causes demand our attention and our support.  They always have; they always will.  Still, let us always remember that we are first disciples of the Risen Lord and follow Him as closely as we can.  That is the main thing.   
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Takoma Park Baptist Church has an opening for a part-time               

business manager. To obtain the position description and                      

application, go to www.takomaparkbaptistchurch.org and click on 

the rotator for the business manager position. If you have any 

questions, contact the Administrative Assistant, Lolinda Mosley at 

(202) 723-4700. 

JOB ANNOUNCEMEMENT 

www.dcbaptist.org 

http://www.takomaparkbaptistchurch.org
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