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 By Rev. Dr. Robert D. Cochran 
From the Desk of the Executive Director/Minister 

D.C. Baptists have had a great year!  Our re-
cent Annual Gathering held at The People’s 
Community Baptist Church was a fantastic 
meeting.  We celebrated all the many things 
that God has done among our churches while 
we worshipped together, learned together 
and ministered together.  As always there was 
a good time of both fellowship and food.  
Still, that great meeting does not fully reflect 
the opportunities for mission and our re-
sponses of sacrifice so far this year.  God is 
indeed once again providing us a firm path 
into our future as D.C. Baptists.  We have had 
a great year and live expectantly toward what 
God will do among us and through us in 2018.  

 

All this fails to compare adequately, though, 
to the wonder of Christmas.  There will be 
much effort expended to make each person’s 
Christmas enjoyable and memorable.  Still, all 
those efforts will fail to compare to the mys-
tery of the foundation for this holiday.   

 

The mystery, the wonder of Christmas, is the 
grace of God.  God sent his Son who carried 
the name of Jesus.  God began taking on at 
that first Christmas the vulnerable form of a 
baby, one who became a man rejected by his 
people, one who ultimately gave faithful birth 
to His followers.  Such is the mystery and the 
wonder of Christmas!  This mystery includes 
us, those who follow Him.  This reality contin-
ues as Christ’s Spirit lives within the churches, 
within the believers, empowering us even 
while many disregard the Good News we 

share.   Somehow this vulnerability turns 
even now toward the Divine sacrifice which 
we celebrate. 

 

Our Good News to share is Jesus came to lead 
us into God’s light, into God’s life.  Let us 
share –through Deed and Word -- the gift of 
Jesus with those who reject Him still.  We can 
do this through hospitality and worship, 
through prayer and praise.  We can share this 
Good News through testimony or sermon, 
through merciful act or forgiveness.  This is 
the perfect Christmas gift, the Good News of 
the birth of Jesus long ago and potentially 
very near.  And the Good News continues; 
some will finally accept our Lord, God’s gift 
the reason for Christmas.   
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On behalf of the Executive Director/Minister, Dr. Robert 
Cochran and DCBC staff, we humbly appreciate your            

presence at the 2017 DCBC 141st Annual Gathering. We 
pray that you were able to connect with old friends, make 
new friends, experience exciting workshops and engage in 

soul-stirring worship experiences. We look forward to                     
seeing you next year!  Take a moment to glance at a few 

highlighted moments from the                                                    
2017 DCBC Annual Gathering! 

https://www.facebook.com/robert.cochran.5496?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/robert.cochran.5496?fref=mentions
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MR. CARPENTER 
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Arise!  You don’t have to be a victim!  
That was the core message of a most 
informative Older Adult Ministries 
Convocation opening of the DC     
Baptist Convention’s 2017 Annual 
Gathering at The Peoples’             
Community Baptist Church in Silver 
Spring.   Speakers from both the     
District of Columbia and               
Montgomery County Police             
Departments spoke from their years of 
experience about how persons -        
especially seniors who often are the 
targets - can protect themselves from 
fraud, scams, and financial abuse, the 
different schemes of which often are 
very sophisticated.   
 
At the conclusion of each of the four 
different presentation segments, the 

audience’s solicited questions and   
responses clearly evidenced apprecia-
tion for the valuable information that 
had been provided.  In addition to the 
presentations that the two law en-
forcement agencies made, they each 
provided take-home literature for ad-
vice reinforcement, as well as ways to 
make contact with them for reporting 
experiences and asking clarifying 
questions.   
 
Literature from a number of other    
organizations whose resources would 
be of interest to older adults also was 
available on tables at the back of room 
so that the approximately 120 at-
tendees could take them home and 
share the word. 
 
 

By Chuck Lee 
Fraud, Scams, and Financial Abuse Protection 
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After the presentations, a hot lunch was provided by the Convention by way of a 
serving line.  And to create a pleasant atmosphere, professional cellist Benjamin 
Gates provided an upbeat and  enjoyable musical background. 
 
Following lunch, Older Adult Ministries (OAM) coordinator Rev. Gloria Grant, 
talked about the Convention’s OAM program and its various activities.  She en-
couraged interested persons to see her and become involved in OAM operations.  
She then introduced Rev. Andre Towner, DCBC Coordinator for Engaging Com-
munities, who talked about OAM’s Project Restoration.  He encouraged churches 
to become involved by providing the names of those in their communities who 
could use home repairs, and to have those in their congregations volunteer to help 
Project Restoration with their repair assistance. 
 
 
[Submitted for publication in the “Capital Baptist,” together with accompanying 
images documenting the Convocation.] 



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2017  Capital Baptist Newsletter     16 

 



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2017  Capital Baptist Newsletter     17 

 

It was a blessing today serving the Community. We had a 
great time and were able to bless so many. While this was 
a blessing, we left with heavy hearts thinking of the fami-
lies and children who go hungry when schools are closed      

because they depend on the school lunch programs.  
Thinking of the homeless who expressed their gratitude 

because the meal was not just thrown together but a meal 
made with love. Thinking of those who struggled with          

substance abuse and alcoholism who were just grateful 
that someone cared about even them and welcomed them 

to come and dine without judgment. Thinking of those 
who appreciated someone stopping to pray and listen to 
their concerns. It was a great day and for the 4th year a 

great experience. 

T H A N K S G I V I N G  
@ Johenning 

Dominion Life Christian Center 

and                                                        

CenterPoint Baptist Church 
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“D.C. Baptist Convention.  How may I help 

you?”  For 30 years, we have heard these words 

from Margarita Pinto as she greeted those who ei-

ther called or stopped by the D.C. Baptist Conven-

tion office.  Margarita has literally served as the 

face and the voice of the Convention since January 

of 1988 warmly welcoming our callers and guests 

to the Baptist Building after first serving from 1982

-1984 as a department assistant. During her 30 

years of service to the Convention, Margarita has 

served with five Executive Director/Ministers, in-

cluding Dr. James Langley, Dr. Jere Allen, Dr. Jef-

frey Haggray, Rev. Ricky Creech and Dr. Robert 

Cochran. She also supported numerous volunteers, 

committees, and elected officers of the Conven-

tion. 

  

Margarita is known as our “Ministry Conduc-

tor.”  From the front of the Baptist Building, she 

manages the flow of people and information that 

enables and supports staff to perform resourcefully 

their mission.  As “Ministry Conductor,” she annu-

ally prepares the Annual Church Report and dis-

seminates it to our member churches so that we 

maintain accurate and current information on our 

churches and their personnel in our database; she 

maintains our churches’ information in our National 

Partners’ databases; she provides translation ser-

vices for the Convention and a partner organiza-

tion; she prepares and maintains the Convention’s 

annual calendar of activities; she maintains the 

usage scheduling of the Baptist Building facility; 

she serves as our personal task reminder to ensure 

systems and processes are flowing seamlessly; and 

she provides administrative support to the Office of 

Administration and Stewardship.   

 

Margarita has been able to simultaneously manage multiple responsibilities all while serving with grace and 

a Christ-like attitude.  She is known for her warm smile, kind demeanor, encouraging words, and prayerful 

nature.  These qualities draw people to her in that they feel confident in sharing their life challenges, know-

ing that she will provide them with sound, biblical encouragement.   

  

Margarita’s love for people comes through in her daily interactions for she understands, “It is God Himself 

who has made us what we are and given us new lives from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago He planned that 

we should spend these lives in helping others.” Ephesians 2:10 (TLB).   She has been a blessing in the life of 

the Convention through her years of dedicated and committed service. We are extremely grateful to God for 

sending her our way and forever imprinting our lives.  

  

The District of Columbia Baptist Convention presents this statement of appreciation to Margarita Pinto with 

profound gratitude for her outstanding and faithful service as Ministry Assistant. Margarita is one of the gifts 

God transferred from her country to bless us here. 

PINTO 
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When spiritual leaders were speaking to God 

face to face, support staff was needed.  In the 

Old Testament, it seems Moses needed someone 

for each hand: Miriam and Aaron.  In the New 

Testament, Jesus called twelve disciples—not 

including the women who followed him, provid-

ing financial and spiritual support.  Today, it still 

takes a village to spread the gospel.   

 

Ms. Gail Lacy has been an intricate part of the 

village that is the D.C. Baptist Convention.  

Serving first as a volunteer, Gail has been a 

member of the staff for 22 years.  As a ministry 

assistant extraordinaire, she manages the daily 

operations and communications of both the Of-

fice of Empowering Congregations and the Office 

of Engaging Communities.   A native of Shaker 

Heights, Ohio, Gail has a passion for Baptist 

work among women and is serving her second 

term as president of Baptist Women’s Ministries.  

She has also served in the Philippines as a mem-

ber of the Peace Corps.  Gail holds a B.S. in 

Computer and Information Science from Ohio 

State.   

 

While all her accomplishments and acts of ser-

vice can’t be contained to a single page, here are 

some of the roles and responsibilities she has 

gracefully fulfilled throughout the years. 

 

The words of the Prophet Isaiah “How beautiful 

upon the mountains are the feet of the messen-

ger who announces peace, who brings good 

news, who announces salvation, who says to Zi-

on, “Your God reigns.”(Isaiah 52:7) are an appli-

cable testimony to the life and career of Ms. Gail 

Lacy. Her interactions and support of the DC 

Baptist Convention, its member congregations, 

and affiliated organizations have had a profound-

ly positive impact on the lives of millions of peo-

ple around the world. We commend our dear sis-

ter for a job well done and look forward to see-

ing what God has in store for the next chapter of 

her life.  

 

 

 Gail  Lacy  Gail 

 

 Baptist Women Ministries Council Member 

 Baptist Women President 

 Community Demographic Database       
Manager 

 Convention Choir Member 

 Convention Executive Board Member 

 Convention Recording Secretary 

 Department Assistant to the Department 
of Higher Education 

 Department Assistant to the Missions and 
Evangelism  

 Friend and Encourager  

 Food Sales Coordinator  

 Immigrant Legal Assistance Coordinator 

 Ministry on the Mall Coordinator  

 Missionary  

LACY 
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Heritage Baptist Church in beautiful Annapolis, 
Maryland is looking for our next minister of     

music! The qualified candidate will be responsible 
for a comprehensive music program appropriate 

for a congregation of members with many diverse 
interests, talents, and preferred expressions of   

music in their experiences of individual worship, 
corporate worship, praise, and contemplation. 

 
Heritage Baptist Church is a loving and thoughtful community of faith with a rich 
history in the Annapolis area. We are eagerly waiting for the person God has pre-

pared to lead our music ministry!  

 
Visit www.dcbaptist.org 
(Resources/Employment) 

For more information on how to apply 



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER  2017  Capital Baptist Newsletter     25 

 

Project Restoration repairs homes of senior adults with limited or decreasing 
physical ability and/or income. Organizations such as the DC Baptist Foundation, 
American Baptist Churches USA, and the Edes Home Foundation have graciously 
purchased    materials while local congregations and outside organizations such 
as Mission Serve have supplied volunteers to conduct the work at no charge to 

the www.dcbaptist.org 

Departments/Engaging Communities/Project Restoration 

Project Restoration 
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DCBC President 
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have a 
happy 
new                     
year 

Life changing, world shaping, wonderful,                    

purposeful,  awe-inspiring, incredible, fantabulous, 

magnificent,  extraordinary, BLESSED, amazing, 

astonishing,  jubilant, spectacular and ridiculously 


