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 By Rev. Dr. Robert D. Cochran 
From the Desk of the Executive Director/Minister 

The Columbia Association of Baptist Church-
es began in 1877.  That group changed its form 
in 1937 and took on the name of the District of 
Columbia Baptist Convention.  The intents of 
1877 give us the basics of our life together.  
From the very beginning, the founders of the 
Columbia Baptist Association treasured the 
life of the local church.  One sees that value in 
the very name of the association.  Even 
though the local congregation was a treasured 
instrument in the hand of God, the founders 
also recognized that the mission of God was 
even older than the expression of the church.  
The greatest value was God’s mission as ex-
pressed through churches.  

 

There were five different ministries which the 
Columbia Association took up.  These                         
included:   

The establishment of new churches,
        

The care of neighborhoods that          
existed without Baptist churches, 

     

The strengthening of churches in 

           decline (fallow fields),  
      

The establishment and                  
strengthening of Sunday Schools, 

and  Temperance.    
 

The D.C. Baptist Convention still focuses on 
all of these ministries and on some of the  
ministries that has grown out of them.  D.C. 
Baptists continue to start new congregations.  
We continue to find ways to care for               
neighborhoods that have no Baptist witness, 
although these seem to be now more             
institutions and communities rather than       

actual physical neighborhoods.  D.C. Baptists 
still care for congregation, those open to      
receiving such assistance, which are in         
decline.  Each congregation still is valued for 
the life God gives it, for the autonomy which 
we treasure.   Within each church we still sup-
port Discipleship through the Sunday Schools 
and Christian  Education.  Those early Sun-
day Schools led to Discipleship but also were 
used as the means to reach the newly arrived, 
African Americans, immigrants and college 
students.  Temperance was seen as the means 
to address myriad social challenges in 1877, 
including poverty, family abandonment, 
abuse of   workers and many others.   This in-
terest opened D.C. Baptists to the important 
social ministries in which D.C. Baptists excel 
today. 

D.C. Baptists do not have to go “back to      
basics.”  We continue to work out the        
ministries to which the Baptists of 1877 felt 
called, ministries still needed today. 
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Millions of our sisters and brothers in Texas 
and neighboring states continue to be 

threatened by Hurricane Harvey and its           
associated flooding. Our churches, pastors 

and lay members know many family              
members and friends in Texas and                   
Louisiana who now suffer from the                            

devastation.  At times like this, the Church 
is called to be an example and active                 

participant in the recovery and healing           
process. While the exact extent of the needs 

will not be known for weeks, we ask that 
you continue to pray for those who suffer 

from this historic hurricane.  You can       
donate to the relief efforts through the D.C. 

Baptist Convention.  We will forward all 
monies designated for the relief of those 
overwhelmed by Hurricane Harvey to our 
partner Baptist agencies providing relief            

efforts in the wake of the terrible               

destruction.   

WWW.DCBAPT IST .ORG 
DONATE TODAY 
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MR. CARPENTER 
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One of my favorite TV personalities is talk show host Conan O’Brien. 

If I told you I was friends with Conan O’Brien, you’d ask, “How often do you get to see him?” 

If I answered, “I haven’t met him yet, but I’ve watched his show every day and I’ve read a lot of articles about him,” you’d say I was 
nuts. We can’t know someone or have a real relationship without spending time together. 

God wants a relationship with us. It’s why He sent Jesus to die for our sins — so we can have a relationship again. 

Why do Christians pray? We grow our relationship with God through reading the Bible and prayer. Reading the Bible is how we hear 
from God, and prayer is how we speak to Him in return. This process of talking to God, listening for His voice and reading His Word is 
how we spend quality time with our Heavenly Father. 

Prayer turns one-way research into two-way communication. 

Only reading the Bible doesn’t give me a relationship with God. People who don’t believe in God have read the Bible. Some atheists can 
quote the Bible better than some Christians, but they don’t have a relationship with God. Prayer is an integral part of gaining a relation-
ship with God, because prayer turns one-way research into two-way communication. 

4 Things That Happen When We Pray 
1. Closeness (Jeremiah 33:2-3) 

Prayer is intimate and personal. When Christians pray to Jesus, sharing with Him on a personal level helps us to trust Him more. 

2. Peace of Mind (Philippians 4:7) 

We can get bogged down by the negative thoughts in our heads. When we take our worry and doubt to God in prayer, we gain insight 
to overcome our negative thoughts. When we pray, with thanksgiving and petition, God gives us peace unlike anything we can imagine. 

3. Guidance (Romans 8:26) 

We don’t always know what to pray for when we pray, but God does. Romans 8:26 says, “...the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do 
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us…” When we humbly seek God, the Holy Spirit expresses in 

prayer what we can’t articulate in words. 

4. Healing (James 5:16) 

God heals us as we pray for ourselves and each other. Trying to fix our problems ourselves is a fruitless effort, so we take them to the 
One who can. God created the universe and everything in it. Help is waiting for us if we’ll humble ourselves and ask for it. 

WHY DO WE PRAY? 
By Jason Farr (Newspring CC) 

http://teamcoco.com/
https://newspring.cc/salvation
https://newspring.cc/bible
http://newspring.cc/prayer
http://www.bible.com/bible/Jeremiah.33.2-3.niv
http://www.bible.com/bible/Philippians.4.7.niv
http://www.bible.com/bible/Romans.8.26.niv
http://www.bible.com/bible/Romans.8.26.niv
http://www.bible.com/bible/James.5.16.niv
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT: Minister of 

Youth and Outreach 

- Responsible for creating a long-term vision and its implementation 

for the overall youth ministry of the church, including grades six 

through twelve; promoting evangelism, discipleship training, and 

social ministries in the context of a multicultural church and                  

community in the Baltimore-Washington DC corridor; 

- Responsible for developing and implementing an outreach ministry 

of the church to the community while working alongside other                  

full-time staff in the successful growth of the church;  

- Responsible for all aspects of connecting the church to the               

community and helping new people to assimilate into the congrega-

tion from the first-time visit through baptism and initial and contin-

uing involvement. 

Email resumes: office@yourbethany.org 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT: Administrative Assistant  

First Baptist Church of Silver Spring is seeking part time Administrative Assistant. Approximately 20 hours per week. 

• Must be comfortable with the Christian faith 

• Fluent in English (written and verbal) and Spanish (conversational level) 

• Proficient with Microsoft Office (Word, PowerPoint, Excel) and other computer software programs to handle email and 

maintain databases 

 

Must be a self-starter and able to work independently. Must have excellent interpersonal skills. 

Duties include: 

• Prepare, print, and distribute church publications, including but not limited to weekly bulletins, newsletter, special 

programs, and monthly activity calendar.  

• Prepare PowerPoint slides for weekly church service 

• Maintain Computer and Paper Files 

 

Salary based on experience. 

To apply, email cover letter and resume to Sharon Husic at FBCSSPersonnel@gmail.com  

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT: Administrative Assistant 

Part-time Administrative assistant at a Baptist seminary, daytime on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Strong Microsoft Office 

skills, database experience, administrative, organizational and customer service skills required. Duties include managing 

website, publicity and e-communications, assisting with fundraising campaigns, finance and academic tasks, and event 

planning. Strong Christian commitment, friendly attitude, and desire to be part of a growing seminary in Arlington. 

Bachelor’s degree and experience preferred. Pay range is $15-18 per hour.                                                       

Send resume and 3 references to molson@leland.edu. Please include “Administrative Assistant” in the subject line.  

VIEW MORE JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS AT WWW.DCBAPTIST.ORG 

mailto:office@yourbethany.org
mailto:FBCSSPersonnel@gmail.com
mailto:molson@leland.edu
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1) He convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and of 
judgment.  

John 16:8-11 "And when He has come, He will convict the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, 

because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness,              
because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; of 

judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged."  
   

2) He transforms us in the sight of God.  
1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you. But you 

were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  

   
3) He helps us to remember the word of God.  

John 14:26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the      
Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, 

and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you."  
   

4) He helps us to lead a godly life.  
Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit (evidence) of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,              
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is 

no law.  
   

5) He gives us spiritual gifts for the edification of             
believers.  

1 Corinthians 12:4-7 There are diversities of gifts, but the 
same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the 

same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 
same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the 

Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:  
1 Corinthians 14:12 Even so you, since you are zealous for 
spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you 

seek to excel.  

   
6) He is our guarantee of eternal life with God.  

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 Now He who establishes us with you 
in Christ and has anointed us is God, who also has sealed 

us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  
Ephesians 1:13-14 In Him you also trusted, after you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, 

having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of 

His glory.  
   

7) He empowers us to be witnesses for our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

John 15:26 "But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send 
to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from 

the Father, He will testify of Me."  
Acts 1:8 "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses in   
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth."  
Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles gave witness 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was 

upon them all.  
1 Corinthians 2:4-5 And my speech and my preaching were 

not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in  
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith 
should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of 

God. 
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You are invited to a Livestream Sending                  
Celebration on Wednesday, Sept. 13, at 7 p.m. 

(EDT) broadcast live from Ridgecrest, N.C. Join in 
celebrating 51 new missionaries sent from Southern 
Baptist churches to the field. Register to watch the 

next Sending Celebration on your own, in a group or 
with your church family.                                                 

http://IMB.world/Sept2017Sending  

http://imb.world/Sept2017Sending
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31 NORWOOD ROAD                                 

SILVER SPRING, MD  



SEPTEMBER  2017  Capital Baptist Newsletter     23 

 



SEPTEMBER  2017  Capital Baptist Newsletter     24 

 



SEPTEMBER  2017  Capital Baptist Newsletter     25 

 


