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 By Rev. Dr. Robert D. Cochran 
From the Desk of the Executive Director/Minister 
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Welcome to January! 
We greet you in the matchless name of our 

Lord, JESUS! We are so pleased that you are 

joining us for a year of unlimited possibilities 

and wondrous blessings. This year, the DCBC, 

will continue to offer trainings, workshops, 

events and support to all of our member churches. We invite you to visit our 

website, call the office or even email us with questions, concerns and              

testimonies.  

 

This month we are pleased to feature an article from our own Minister of               

Engaging Communities, Andre Towner entitled, “Why Are People Hungry” and 

Starlette Thomas entitled ,” Moving in the Right Direction”. Please take the time 

to read this fantastic articles.  

 

 Lastly, we celebrate the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King. We will continue to 

strive for the world that he so dreamed about! 

                Welcome to the New Year of Possibilities! 

      Kimberly Anne 

’ …
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For most of its 2,000+ year history one of the ways the Christian Church has demonstrated its allegiance to 
Jesus of Nazareth is by caring for and feeding those on the social and economic margins of society. Despite 
this, hunger persists. In 1964, as part of his Great Society Initiative, President Lyndon B. Johnson declared a 
“War on Poverty” that helped lower the national poverty rate from 19% to 11%. Yet, people are still hungry. 
Today, the American food supply system produces over $135 billion in excess food that is exported across 
the globe. Nevertheless, this year nearly 2.6 million children will die as a result of hunger-related causes. 
While these statistics can be overwhelming, they can also motivate us to rethink how we address hunger and 
poverty in our communities. To this end, the DC Baptist Convention has decided to end its monthly feeding 
program at the Johenning Baptist Community Center in Southeast DC and redirect its resources towards             
increasing the capacity of our member congregation to address hunger in the neighborhoods they serve.  

 

In consultation with congregations, non-profits, community leaders, and those receiving food assistance, we 
have decided that our hunger and food security work will utilize a threefold methodology that allows                    
congregations to participate in ways most congruent with their focus and capabilities. Our direct service           
efforts will address immediate hunger concerns by continuing our tradition of providing food and prepared 
meals directly to those in need; primarily through our member congregations and during special convention 
wide events. The second method, self-help, will promote efforts to help those receiving aid to obtain healthy 
food themselves by participating in the building and maintenance of congregationally based community               
gardens or similar projects. Finally, we will seek to change the systems and structures that create poverty and 
hunger by equipping local residents to advocate for more just food and economic policies by engaging                   
legislative and policymaking processes. We believe this multi-tiered ministry approach is the best way to 
leverage our resources to address the ongoing hunger crises in our congregations and communities and help 
bring about the Beloved Community longed for by so many. 

WHY  
Are People 

HUNGRY? 

By Andre Towner 
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To buttress this work we will offer quarterly 
grants to congregations and partners whose 
work aligns with one of the three                         
methodologies of direct service, self-help, or 
structural change. Grant applications will            
submitted online and afterwards grantees will 
submit photographs and written summaries/
articles which capture ways in which the funds 
where utilized. Additionally, DCBC will            
provide theological resources that highlight 
how various biblical themes such as love,           
justice, and mercy are connected to eradicat-
ing hunger. Examples include Sunday School/
Bible Study curriculum, devotional guides, 
sermon preparation materials, and worship  
litanies. We will also, directly or through             
partner organizations, offer technical and/or 
financial assistance to assist congregations  
establish or enhance food pantries, community 
gardens, and community nutrition and meal 
preparation workshops. Finally, we will            
provide real world training on how to                   
effectively engage community leaders, such as 
elected officials and business owners, in ways 
that encourage them to join our efforts to build 
more just and egalitarian communities where 
all can fully answer the call God has placed on 
their individual and collective lives.  

Why are people hungry? This question will be 
the cornerstone of our work to help                         
congregations build on their current hunger 
work while redeeming the underlying systems 
and structures that help foster poverty and 
hunger. Answering and responding to this 
question will help expose and leverage the 
“inescapable network of mutuality” described 
by Dr. King in his Letter from Birmingham 
Jail. This new awareness will help                         
economically and racially disparate                          
communities collaboratively and holistically 
combat hunger while internalizing and becom-
ing the Good News of God’s unfolding                 
Kingdom. Why are people hungry? What’s 
your answer? 
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MOVING IN THE                                                                                                                

RIGHT DIRECTION 

The New Year acts as a kind of reset                

button.  The clock strikes twelve and our 

new beginning starts.  It is a fresh start,            

another opportunity to take more steps 

forward than back.  We count down: 10, 

9, 8, 7, 6… 

 

We are counting calories for new diets, 

counting our gray hairs and resolving to 

look younger and feel better than ever.  

The same can be true of our                              

congregations.  This is an opportunity for 

members to reflect on the congregation’s 

spiritual life and to resolve to have new   

experiences of divine delight, to mature 

and grow stronger together, to do new 

things for the glory of God, in the name of 

Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

And the fact of the matter is, we don’t 

need a clock and its hands don’t have 

any special power.   

But, God’s hands do and God will push 

you in the right direction.  The psalmist           

realizes this and sings, “Our steps are 

made firm by the Lord, when he delights in 

our way” (37.23).  In other versions, the 

verse reads, “our steps are ordered.”  This 

affirms God’s plan for us, in spite of and 

not because of our resolutions.  The God 

who is with us in Christ Jesus is also walking 

with us. 

 

As believers, it is an important reminder 

any time of the year.  But, at the start of a 

new one is always fitting.  We may feel like 

we have gotten off track or that things are 

not off to a good start.  One foot in front 

of the other, if we are following Jesus, then 

we are moving in the right direction.   

“Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves, take up their 

cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 

will find it.  For what will is profit them if they gain the world but forfeit their life?  Or what will they give in return 

for their life” (Matthew 16.24-27, NRSV)? 

By Starlette Thomas 
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